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ErMIKAIPA MHNYMATA nou aéiletL v mAnpo@opndouv oL avalyvwoTeS LUO.

ASSOCIATION INTERNATIONALE DES ETUDES BYZANTINES
EAAHNIKH ENITPOMH BYZANTINQN zZMOYAQN

ABnva, 13 louAiou 2020

Wnolopa

H EAAnvik Emtpony BuZavtivwy Zrmoudwv, wg ekmpocwrog Twv Bulaviivoddywv tng EANGS0G
Kal LEAOG TNG AleBvol¢ Evwoewg Bulavtivwy Inoudwv, mapakoAouBnoe pe peyain avnouyio
TNV mopeia avatponng tou kabsotwtog ¢ Ayiag Zodlag, mapd tnv opodwvn évtovn Slebvin
avtidpaon. Meta tnv npoodatn anddpaon Twv TOUPKLKWY apxwv, ekPpalel amoyonteuon,
duoapéokela Kal TNV andAutn aviiBeon tng.

210 VeV A AUTO, TIoU eKPpAoTNKE Kot oto MpwTto YrdLopa tng EAAnvikn¢ Emttpornig (8 louviou
2020), otnpilel avemipvAakta tnv Avolkty EmotoAr) tou Mpoédpou ¢ AleBvoug Evwoewg
(AIEB) kal ouvtdooetal pe 6oa Ole€odIKwG avadEpovtal O auThV yla TNV adlkaloAdyntn
EVEPYELA TNE TOUPKLKAG KUBEPvVnong.

O Mpodedpog H Fev. Mpappatéag
KaB. Taglapxng . KoAwag KaB. TplavtaduAiitoa Maviatn-Kokkivn
EAAnviky Emutponr) Bulavivwv Inouvdwv
Mpoebpog: Tatlapxng M. KoAlag lev. Mpappoatéac: TplavtadpuAditoa Mavidtn-Kokkivn
Bao. Kwvotavtivou 48, 116 35 ABrva ™A.: 2107273 622 Kvnto.: 69 72 85 67 79
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AkoAouBel to kelpevo tou Wnoiopotog AyyAKa:

ASSOCIATION INTERNATIONALE DES ETUDES BYZANTINES
GREEK COMMITTEE OF BYZANTINE STUDIES

Athens, July 13th, 2020
Resolution

The Greek Committee of Byzantine Studies, in its capacity as representative of the Greek
Byzantinists and member of the International Association of Byzantine Studies (AIEB), has
observed with great concern the process of overturning the long-established status of Hagia
Sophia, despite the strong unanimous international reaction. We are deeply disappointed and
utterly opposed to the recent decisions made by the Turkish authorities.

In that spirit, already expressed in the first Resolution of the Greek Committee (8 June 2020),
we support unreservedly the Open Letter of the President of AIEB and we are aligned with
everything that is communicated by it in detail regarding the unjustified course of action of
the Turkish Government.

The President The General Secretary

Prof. Taxiarchis G. Kolias Prof. Triantafyllitsa Maniati-Kokkini

Greek Committee of Byzantine Studies

President: Taxiarchis G. Kolias Secretary: Triantafyllitsa Maniati-Kokkini
48 Vas. Konstantinou Ave, 116 35 Athens tel.: +30 21072 7362 mobile: +30 69 72 85 67 79
www.byzantinestudies.gr e-mail: info@byzantinestudies.gr
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Eniong mopaBEtoupe TNV avolktn emiotoAn tou MNpoédpou tng AlebBvouc Evwoewg Bulavtivwv
Zrnioudwv (AIEB)
KaBnyntou lotopiag John F. Haldon tou Princeton University:

Monday July 13th 2020

As President of the International Association of Byzantine Studies and on behalf of all
members of the Association as well as the wider scholarly community | write to
condemn in the strongest terms the recent decision of the Turkish Council of State and
of the President of the Turkish Republic, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, to return the Ayasofya
Museum to its former status of a mosque. This action, along with a number of similar
actions undertaken by the Turkish government in respect of Byzantine religious
buildings in several cities, and for motives based entirely on political opportunism, is
deeply to be regretted. It directly contravenes UNESCO regulations to which the
Turkish Republic has long been committed in respect of the management and
conservation of cultural heritage. It unnecessarily inflames public opinion both within
and outside Turkey, damaging Turkey’s international standing as well as its well-earned
reputation for respecting historical cultures. It directly impacts the ability of both Turkish
and non-Turkish scholars to study important artifacts that form an integral aspect of
Turkey’s past and have made a significant contribution to its present. It also damages
Turkish scholarship and research in both the humanities as well as the natural sciences
in a way that is likely to have direct consequences for Turkish participation in
international scientific enquiry for some years to come.

Turkey is home to many historical cultures, each of which plays its part in its modern
identity, each of which contributes to the multi-faceted and dynamic culture of Turkey
and the Turkish people. It is important, therefore, to value each of these elements for
their own sake and to be willing to recognize their varying contributions to the whole. This
is a strength, not a weakness —variety is a crucial ingredient in any lively and dynamic
culture.

From early Anatolian cultures and the Hittites down to the Hellenistic kingdoms, the
Roman and Byzantine empires, the Seljuks and Ottomans, all have left traces and
made contributions to the landscape, cultures and civilisations of Turkey. Damaging
one damages all. Changing the status of the Hagia Sophia is a retrograde step that
will hinder a clear vision and better understanding of Turkey’s past, something obviously
appreciated and understood by Mustafa Kemal Atatirk, but which is sadly lost on the
current political leadership. If we have learned anything from the experiences of the




last eight decades since the conclusion of the Second World War, it is that attempting
to expunge or rewrite the past by manipulating the historical record has always proved
both short-lived and counter-productive. It harms the society and culture upon which itis
imposed, and it can take generations to overcome, with all the negative consequences
attached to such a process.

The Turkish government and its leadership should take notice of the international
reaction to their short-sighted and ignorant gesture. Their actions can only harm their
own interests and those of the people they aspire to represent.

John F. Haldon

President, International Association of Byzantine Studies
History Department, Princeton University




Me adopun To TOUPKLKO avooloupynua Katd tng Ayiag Zodulag, n Ap. Awatepivn MoAupépou-
KapnAdkn, t. AleuBovtplag, emot. ouvepyatig Kévipou Epelvng tng EAAnvikAg Aaoypadiag tng
Akadnuiag ABnvwv

ATIEOTELAE LA TNV EVNUEPWOT TWV OVAYVWOTWY LOG EUTIEPLOTATWHEVO ApOpO LE TiTAO:

“H NAAn Kat n Ayl 2odLd otig mopadOoELC Ko ToL Tpayoudia Tou eAAnvikol Aaov”

O avayvwotng yla va €xeL mpoofaon oto avwtépw apbpo, mapakaleital va “ktunioel” (click

on) tov titAo tou apBpou (link)

Eidénon amnd tnv Apa EAeuBepia MNatpakou:

XBeg (7/21) e€ednunoev €1 Kuplov, o péyag EAAnviotri¢ FRANCISCO RODRIGUEZ ADRADOS, évag
€K TWV O6éKa 00dOTEPWV TOU KOOHOU. O peyoAUTEPOG YAWOOOAOYOG, KAOOLIKOC, LOTOPLKOG, O
MPWTOC TN TAfel lomavog AkadnUaLkog, oe SU0 €8peG, TOU ayAnnoE To apxaio EAANVIKO Spapa
kal £Byale aotépla pabntég, oto Mavenotpio COMPLUTENSE tng Madpitng. "OAot ot peyalot
EAANviotég pabntég tou: Navarro MARTINEZ, Jose Antonio DELGADO, kAm. kAm. Etaipo¢ tng
Akadnuiag ABnvwv, BpaBeupévocg yia to onoudaio EAAnvoiomaviko As€iko tou pe to BpaPeio
APIZTOTEAHZ QNAZHZ. ToOAUNCE va TEl PUE EMIOTNUOVIKA TEKUNPLA, OTL OAEG OL YAWOOECG TOU
koouou eivat KPYNTOEAAHNIKEZ. Mag BonBnoe oe 6Aa ta cuveédpla, tov BupdoTte Kal oTo
ouvedpLo tng EAAnvikng Mawdeiag otov MAPNAZZO.

AlcBdvopal OTLyivape mpaypatikwe ptwyxotepol. Exel7 maldld umépoya, SLaonUouG Kal GEUVOUG
ETULOTAMOVEG, KABNYNTEG MAVETILOTN ULWV.

HELLENIC LINK, Inc
A Non Profit Cultural And Scientific Association Of Hellenes And Philhellenes
Incorporated In Delaware

Suite No. 278, 38-11 Ditmars Blvd, Astoria, New York 11105
Website: http://www.helleniclink.org
Email: info@helleniclink.org



https://neoskosmos.com/el/249051/i-poli-kai-i-agia-sofia-stis-paradoseis-kai-ta-tragoudia-tou-ellinikou-laou-1/
http://www.helleniclink.org/
mailto:info@helleniclink.org

Contact Telephone: (718) 217- 0430




