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Εκλεκτοί φίλοι του Hellenic Link, 

Φέρομε στη γνώση σας ότι την Δευτέρα 22 Οκτωβρίου  ο Ελληνικός Σύνδεσμος Αθηνών θα έχει έκτακτη συνάντηση 

στην οποία θα γίνει πληροφοριακή ανασκόπηση προσφάτων εξελίξεων  αναβάθμισης  των Ελληνικών Σπουδών στις 

ΗΠΑ καθώς και των ήδη εφαρμοζομένων σχεδιασμών στην εν λόγω κατεύθυνση.   Η παρουσίαση  των 

συντελεσθέντων αποτελεσμάτων και των σε εξελίξη νέων δραστηριοτήτων θα γίνει από τον Πρόεδρον του Συνδέσμου 

Καθηγητήν  κ. Κωνσταντίνον Ευθυμίου καθώς και από παρόντες  πρωτεργάτες που συνεργάσθηκαν  για τις εξελίξεις 

που θα παρουσιασθούν αναλυτικά. Προσκαλείσθε εγκάρδια στην μοναδική αυτή ευκαιρία! 

Ο Σύνδεσμος Hellenic Link έχοντας στη μέριμνα και στην καρδιά του τα προβλήματα της μητέρας πατρίδας, απλώνει 

το ενδιαφέρον του και σε ευρύτερα ζητήματα της Ελληνικής πραγματικότητας.  Έτσι, στην προτεινόμενη σύναξή μας 

θα έχουμε την ευκαιρία να προσεγγίσουμε και άλλους τομείς των προβλημάτων της Πατρίδας. 

Η συνάντηση τελεί υπό την αιγίδα του τ. Προέδρου της Ακαδημίας Αθηνών κ. Γεωργίου Κοντοπούλου, στο Κέντρο 

Βιοϊατρικής Τεχνολογίας της Ακαδημίας Αθηνών, στην οδό Σωρανού Εφεσίου  4, όπισθεν του Νοσοκομείου 

""Σωτηρία", την Δευτέρα  22α  Οκτωβρίου 2018, και ώρα 10:30΄ π.μ. 

Σας παρακαλούμε, αν είναι δυνατόν να ενημερώσετε για την παρουσία σας, 

Με εκτίμηση, 
Ευαγγελία Γεωργουλέα 
Γραμματεία Αθήνας 
 
Ακολουθούν αποσπάσματα από τήν παρουσίαση πεπραγμένων στην Συνάντηση της Αθήνας, μεταφρασμένα στα 
Αγγλικά.   
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HL President Dr. Constantine Efthymiou  
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Hellenic Link Meeting in Athens 
On Monday, October 22 2018, the members of HL in Athens, Greece held a meeting to which they invited the 
President of the Association Dr. Constantine Efthymiou, visiting the City, to present recent developments in the 
educational and other cultural  activities of our Association. The meeting was held in the Biomedical Research Center 
of the Academy of Athens in Holargos, under the auspices of the Academician Professor George Contopoulos, 
distinguished member of our Association in Athens. 

At the outset of the meeting, the guest speaker expressed his warmest thanks to Professor Contopoulos and to the 
Academy for the hospitality extended once again to him and to Hellenic Link in response to its efforts to establish 
contacts and cooperation between the Omogeneia of the United States and institutions of higher learning and 
research in the mother land. 

Mindful of the presence of new members in the audience, the speaker gave first a short recount of the earlier course 
of the Association in its set endeavor to advance Hellenic Studies in America. He pointed out to the initiation of the 
effort with a study of the existing status of Hellenic Education in USA at the start of our century and the identification 
of some relevant key goals for achievement. This was done with the collective work of a 25-member committee of 
experts that culminated in the publication of “A Plan of Hellenic Education for America” (New York, 2005), which 
was followed by the study of “Standardized Teaching/Learning of Modern Greek” in collaboration with the American 
Council on Teaching Foreign Languages (ACTFL). This latter study was considered essential for the removal of 
obstacles in accepting Modern Greek for teaching in US schools. The study, when completed, was submitted to 
ACTFL in 2012 with anticipation of having Modern Greek included in the US- officially recognized for teaching foreign 
languages. While in the post submission anticipation of this major objective, the Advisory Council on Hellenic 
Education organized by the Board of Directors of the HL sought to ameliorate the limited exposure of college 
students in USA to Hellenic Studies, by possibly inducing development of such programs in Hellenic institutions of 
higher learning; two universities were asked to collaborate: The University of Patra and the Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki (AUTh). The response of the latter proved quite productive as it readily instituted a summer course in 
Modern Greek with transferrable credits to their home institutions for American and, of course, Greek American 
students. This was only the beginning of an articulate collaboration with AUTh. A number of innovative, wisely 
outcome-aimed programs were developed by this university that appealed with their concern and usefulness to 
foreign students. To cite an example is in order here. AUTh celebrated a few weeks ago the 42nd Summer Program of 
Modern Greek for foreign students (August-September, 2018). It was particularly rich in what offered to its 120, 
representing 32 countries, participants: 80 hours of language instruction, adjunct cultural themes, such as Greek 
cuisine, getting to know the Greeks through Greek movies, etymology of Greek words as a tool of learning the 
language, three day-long educational excursions to Filippi, Meteora, and Vergina, in addition to a language laboratory 
under an instructor used as language-learning resource facility for the duration of the program. Even learning 
traditional Greek dances was part of this program. 

The cooperation between AUTh and HL has rapidly intensified and deepened. In the Fall of 2016, the Rector of AUTh 
asked the HL to draw up a plan for a three-day visit to the USA for the purpose of establishing collaborative 
agreements with US institutions of higher learning as well as major Hellenic schools. We responded positively to the 
challenge and as a result in the course of three days, Rector Mitkas and the Director of the School of Modern Greek 
of the University Professor Marina Mattheoudaki were able to visit and hold conferences at Stony Brook University, 
the Center for Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies of Queens College, CUNY, a conference with the Board of 
Directors of HL, a visit and conference with the Administration of the Odyssey Charter School in Wilmington, 
Delaware. The favorable results of these contacts and the agreements that ensued became manifest soon and they 
are still unfolding today. The Stony Brook U., with the meticulous care of Professor Stella Tsirka, our Vice President, 
was prepared   to engage in collaborative exchanges of faculty and students in a number of academic fields. This 
Fall, the first professor from AUTh, in the field of informatics, went to Stony Brook to inaugurate the implementation 
of the agreed interaction. 
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Analogous programs were discussed and mutually planned at the other institutions visited. At the conference with 
the BOD of the HL, the visitors heard from us several specific proposals that took under serious advisement. One of 
them was the request addressed to AUTh for assistance in improving the articulation of the English and Greek parts 
of the Odyssey Charter School Curricula and the establishment by the University on the campus of this School of a 
training program for Teachers of Greek, certified to teach in American schools. Indeed, in the following 2017-2018 
School Year the OCS saw the beginning of realization of these all important goals. Dr. Mattheoudaki, Professor of 
Theoretical and Applied Linguistics, School of English, Faculty of Philosophy at AUTh, was assigned to OCS to 
engineer these innovations. Appointed Visiting Dean of the Greek Program of OCS, she worked indefatigably for the 
smooth integration of the English and Greek Programs of the School, which as reported in our Bulletin #160 of 
June 2018, has achieved an outstanding record of performance within the educational system of the State of 
Delaware. Under the capable and potent direction of the President of the OCS Dimitri Dandolos and the leadership of                
Dr. Mattheoudaki, the School progressed even more deeply by the creation of a New Dual Language Immersion 
Program. Two examples suffice to show the nature of innovation and improved effectiveness of this new program as 
far as the Greek Program is concerned. At the level of Kindergarten Education the teaching of Greek, (usually 
involving the learning of letters and numbers, of syllables, of simple words from daily life, such colors, fruits, animals 
and items of family life), was coordinated with and reinforced by the introduction of music (songs) produced and 
utilized by a  teacher who has had education also in music and drama. The result of this method is an early 
acquisition of rhythm of the language, of correct intonation and stress, not easily possessed by foreign learners of 
the Greek Language. In the teaching of Mathematics, part of which in OCS is taught in Greek, in the K-4 grades the 
immersion method is propelled by a continual communication with a professor of mathematics at the University of 
Western Macedonia in Florina, advising on mathematic terminology, the formation of a mathematical glossary, the 
use of language akin to Hellenic teaching of math, effective methodology of teaching math, and pupil participation in 
mathematical projects.  

What is most important for the formation of an infrastructure of Hellenic Education beyond the local boundaries has 
been the generated cooperation for training qualified teachers of Greek; the cooperation involves the several actors 
and agencies impacting directly on the subject: the OCS, the AUTh, the State University of Delaware, the Department 
of Education of the State .The effective coordinators of this multilateral interaction have been the President of the 
School Dimitri Dandolos and Dr. Mattheoudaki , the visiting Dean of the OCS Greek Program. This Dean submitted a 
proposal according to which AUTh would provide instruction in three levels of education, primary, middle school, and 
high school to teachers needing certification for teaching Greek as second/foreign language in Delaware schools, 
while essential field practice and classroom experience required would be gained on campus, at the respective  
school of OCS. The proposal has met with positive endorsement by the Department of Education of the State; the 
number of credits of the Program will be determined by the University of Delaware. It is remarkable that the 
OCS/AUTh team was asked to get ready for starting the Program at an early date. It is also noteworthy that effective 
this Academic Year the University of Delaware, at the recommendation of Professor Mattheoudaki, introduced a new 
special prerequisite course for certification of teachers destined to teach any foreign language. The consummation of 
the approval of the OCS program by all parties involved appears to be near and judging from the general interest 
shown, the initiation of instruction should not lag far behind.  

For running the above continuation educational program effectively, it would be necessary that its remedial details 
should match the respective needs of individual teachers. For this purpose, a wide polling and survey campaign was 
carried out by Dr. Mattheoudaki and her associates to determine the background of a large number of Greek 
teachers. The Hellenic Link, Inc. assisted the effort of distribution of the survey material as well as in obtaining 
responses to it by organized groups and individual teachers in USA and Canada. 
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Teaching Guide to Byzantine Civilization Project. We are in the pleasant position to announce the completion of the 
collaborative contract between the Hellenic Link, Inc. and the Institute of Historical Research of the National 
Research Foundation (EIE), for writing most of the chapters (units) of the Guide. Present at this Meeting were two 
representatives of the Institute, whom Dr. Efthymiou welcomed and invited to explain the cooperative project. Dr. 
Gerasimos Merianos, the coordinator of the authors participating in the project and author of one chapter himself, 
referred to how the inception of a modular review of Byzantium in separate, distinct facets, suggested by the Hellenic 
Link was accepted and adopted as the basis for writing the respective teaching units. Nine such units were written 
by authors who are associates of the Institute, all of them experts on Byzantium specializing in the particular field 
represented in their draft. Dr. Merianos went over the titles and content of the nine units. He pointed out that the nine 
drafts, products of scholarly research, had to be adapted pedagogically for use in classrooms of US schools and in 
this respect had to follow the format of the model chapter written by Dr. Kosta Hatzidimitriou, member of our Council 
having central responsibility for the publication of the Guide. The task of such adaptation was carried out skillfully by 
Dr. Kelly Mavrommati, who explained to the audience the concerns and principles that guided her in her crucial task 
of incorporating them in the drafted chapters. 

Dr. Efthymiou briefly outlined the course that the HL will take in utilizing the drafted manuscript. Prior to its 
publication, the Guide will be used in test-teaching so that useful feedback from the classroom can be incorporated. 
In due course, there will be future announcements on progress of this project that is aimed for enlightened learning 
about Byzantium, the fountain of Western Civilization. 

Dr. Efthymiou referred next to improvements made in the format of the informational Bulletin and to the effort to 
include informed articles of national significance, especially under the present turbulent and confusing 
circumstances. This can be corroborated by the national issues chosen as main themes for in depth presentation 
and better public enlightenment in the columns of recent Bulletins. He expressed his gratitude as well as of the 
Board’s to Dr. Maria Eleftheria Giatrakou, Mrs. Evangelia Georgoulea, and Mr. Alexander Economides for their 
unremitting contributions to the Bulletin of meaningful news and articles pertaining to great social and national 
issues. 

In the course of the meeting, there were many questions asked and answered, as well as suggestions were made by 
participants for the improvement of communication through electronic publications between the HL in USA and the 
HL in Greece, on activities of mutual interest. At the end of the meeting, a good number of attendees joined the 
Hellenic Link as members. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

           

 

Dr. Kelly Mavrommati of the National Research Foundation explaining her work on the  

Teaching Guide for the Byzantine Civilization (Photo: Jenny Panoutsopoulou) 
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ΑΓΓΕΛΙΕΣ και ΠΡΟΣΚΛΗΣΕΙΣ ΠΟΥ ΕΛΑΒΑΜΕ 
 

Χ Ρ Ι Σ Τ Ι Α Ν Ι Κ Η    Ε Ν Ω Σ Η    Ε Π Ι Σ Τ Η Μ Ο Ν Ω Ν                                                                                               
X Ρ Ι Σ Τ Ι Α Ν Ι Κ Η    Ε Ν Ω Σ Η    Ε Κ Π Α Ι Δ Ε Υ Τ Ι Κ Ω Ν    Λ Ε Ι Τ Ο Υ Ρ Γ Ω Ν                                                                                   

Κ Α Ρ Υ Τ Σ Η 1 4 - 1 0 5 6 1 Α Θ Η Ν Α                                                                                                                          
Τ Η Λ . : 2 1 0 - 3 2 4 5 1 6 9 , 2 1 0 - 3 2 2 7 1 0 0                                                                                                                          

i n f o@ x e e . g r , w w w . x e e . g r 
                                                                                                                                

Ἀθήνα, 12 Νοεμβρίου 2018  

«Πρόσθες ἡμῖν πίστιν» (Λουκ., ιζ’ 5)  

 Ἀγαπητοί μας φίλοι καὶ ἀδελφοί, Χαίρετε! 

Μὲ ἀφορμὴ τὴ συμπλήρωση 80 χρόνων τῆς Χριστιανικῆς Ἕνωσης Ἐπιστημόνων καὶ τοῦ περιοδικοῦ Ἀκτῖνες, θὰ 

πραγματοποιηθεῖ ἐκδήλωση τὸ Σάββατο, 1η Δεκεμβρίου, μὲ θέμα                                          

«ΕΠΙΣΤΗΜΗ  καί   ΧΡΙΣΤΙΑΝΙΚΗ  ΚΟΣΜΟΘΕΩΡΙΑ» 

στὴ μεγάλη αἴθουσα τοῦ πρώτου ὀρόφου τοῦ κτηρίου τοῦ Συλλόγου Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐσωτερικῆς    Ἱεραποστολῆς «Ὁ 

Ἀπόστολος Παῦλος», ὁδὸς Καρύτση 14 (πλησίον τῆς πλατείας Κλαυθμῶνος).           Στὴν ἐκδήλωση θὰ μιλήσουν ὁ 

Ἀκαδημαϊκὸς κ. Γεώργιος Κοντόπουλος, Ὁμότιμος Καθηγητὴς Ἀστρονομίας τοῦ Πανεπιστημίου Ἀθηνῶν, μὲ θέμα  

                                                                                           

«Επιστήμη καί Πίστη» 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

καί ὁ Ἀκαδημαϊκὸς Στυλιανὸς Ε. Ἀντωναράκης, Ομότιμος Καθηγητὴς Ἰατρικῆς Γενετικῆς τοῦ Πανεπιστημίου τῆς 

Γενεύης, μὲ θέμα                                                                                                                                                                         

« Τό γονιδίωμα.....Ματθ. 25, 14-15, Ματθ. 10, 34-37» 

Θὰ προηγηθεῖ σύντομη ἀναδρομὴ στὴν ἱστορία καὶ τὸ ἔργο τῆς Χ.Ε.Ε καὶ τῶν Ἀκτίνων. Οἱ κύριοι ὁμιλητὲς θὰ 

ἀπαντήσουν σὲ ἐρωτήσεις στὸ τέλος τῆς κάθε εἰσήγησης.  Τὰ μέλη καὶ οἱ φίλοι τῶν Ἑνώσεών μας καλούμαστε, 

ἐπίσης, νὰ συμμετάσχουμε στὴ Θεία Λειτουργία ποὺ θὰ τελεσθεῖ τὴν Κυριακή, 2 Δεκεμβρίου, στὸ παρεκκλήσιο τοῦ 

Ἀποστόλου Παύλου, Καρύτση 14, στὴν Ἀθήνα. Ἔναρξη τοῦ Ὄρθρου στὶς 7:15 π.μ. καὶ τῆς Θείας Λειτουργίας στὶς 

8:45 π.μ. Μετὰ τὴ Θεία Λειτουργία θὰ ἔχουμε μιὰ εὐκαιρία ἐπικοινωνίας 
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ΣΥΝΕΔΡΙΟ ΕΠΙΤΡΟΠΗΣ ΠΟΛΙΤΙΣΤΙΚΗΣ ΤΑΥΤΟΤΗΤΑΣ 
Ι. ΣΥΝΟΔΟΥ ΕΚΚΛΗΣΙΑΣ ΤΗΣ ΕΛΛΑΔΟΣ 
CONFERENCE ON CULTURAL IDENTITY 
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H ΑΘΗΝΑ ΤΟΥ ΧΘΕΣ - YESTERDAY'S ATHENS 

 
Αγαπητοί φίλοι, 
 
Δυστυχώς λόγω της γενικής απεργίας των ΜΜΜ, η εκδήλωση «Μνήμες από την Αθήνα του Χθες» με την κ. Άρτεμη 
Σκουμπουρδή, μεταφέρεται στις 30 Νοεμβρίου, Παρασκευή, ώρα 18.00. Λυπούμαστε για τυχόν αναστάτωση στο 
πρόγραμμά σας και ευχαριστούμε για την κατανόησή σας. 
 
Ελπίζουμε να μπορέσετε να παραβρεθείτε, 
 
Φιλικά, 
Μαγδαληνή Παναγοπούλου 
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