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HELLENIC LINK NEWS

On May 6, 2018, the Board of
Directors of the Hellenic
Link, Inc. held its latest 2-hr
Meeting, chaired by the
President (P) Constantine ]J.
Efthymiou, PhD. Due to the
fact that the members of the
current Board live in
different localities, the
meetings are now held as
teleconferences.

At the start, the Board moved
to approve the Minutes of the

previous meeting. The P
commented on the need to
carry out a rigorous
membership drive. In the
discussion, at the
recommendation of the Vice
President (VP) Prof. Stella

Tsirka, it was decide

d to

support the drive with a well-

designed brochure,

explaining the objectives,

activities and factual
accomplishments of

the

Association. The VP also

announced that her

University, Stony Brook U.,

would hold a Greek
on its campus the fol

Festival
lowing

Sunday; it was decided that

on this occasion and

similar

ones in the future, it would

be appropriate for the HL to
be present publicizing its

work, at least with a

supervised display and
distribution of its electronic

publications. The P also

announced that hence forth
VP will assume the
management and
chairmanship of the Advisory
Council on Hellenic
Education of the Board. CE
referred also to the letter
received from the
distinguished Cultural Society
PARNASSOS of Athens,
Greece; he asked fellow-
member Constantine
Hatzidimitriou, PhD, to reply
to Parnassos on behalf of the
Board in a spirit of responsive
understanding and
collaboration. Then, the
following Board committees
reported on their activities.
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Financial Resources Committee

Dr. Michael Papaioannou, the chairperson of the
newly created Financial Resources Committee, gave
some guidelines for its structure and mode of
operation. He explained that the purpose of this
committee is to raise funds for HL projects that
require material underpinning. How can we proceed
and with what strategy? He suggested that the HL will
have to approach people and foundations that
embrace the social goals of the HL with good
communication skills. It is inherent in the mission of
acquiring needed grant funds, to plan in advance, list
all innovative projects needing financial backing,
prioritize them and determine their costs
realistically. It is important that in this committee
participate key members of the Board, members with
experience in fund raising, and others from the
community of finance; also, members intimately
involved in the articulation and the detailed
development of the planned project should be part of
this committee. In the discussion, two examples of
projects that could utilize grant money assistance
productively were suggested: the publication of a developed (in collaboration with the
National Research Foundation of Greece (EIE) Teaching Guide for the Byzantine Civilization,
as the initial project for the introduction of modular teaching of major themes of Hellenic
Culture, suitable for inclusion in high school curricula for Social Studies, and the publication of
the National Standards for Teaching Modern Greek as a Foreign/Second Language. The
determination of these Standards was initiated by the Advisory Council of the HL and
continued with the guidance and collaboration of the American Council for Teaching Foreign
Languages (ACTFL).( Even though the completed draft was submitted to ACTFL several years
ago, the Standards remain unpublished). In further discussion, several embers suggested
names of Foundations and individuals who could prove instrumental in providing grant
assistance to worthy HL projects.

Painting of a mermaid at a seaside taverna in
Skala Sykamias, Lesvos.
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Restitution of a Medical Outreach Tasks
Group

CE observed that with the reentry of Medical Doctors
into our Board, we wish to return to earlier days’
policies and practices when our Association and its
antecedent Krikos, Inc. engaged in well-aimed
healthcare activities for the benefit of Hellenes; he
reminded the members of the efforts under the
. leadership of the late Dr. Demetrios Flessas, in
| cooperation with many other physicians here in the
- USA and in Greece as well as with the cooperation of
- the fraternal organization of Mytilineans to offer up to

date treatment to patients in Mytilene, suffering from

Cooley’s (Mediterranean) Anemia; support several
Medical Schools that were then being established in
Greece with new faculty and medical literature to assist
them in enriching their sprouting medical libraries; to
establish the first pediatric intensive care unit (ICU) in
Southern Greece (hospitals in Herakleion, Crete); and
more recently, cooperation with the voluntary Aegean
Team of Doctors offering comprehensive medical and
dental healthcare to the inhabitants of the small Greek
Islands near the coast of Asia Minor in the Eastern-
Southeastern Aegean. Noting that the passage of time
brings about new conditions and surfaces new needs,

Picturesque homes in Molyvos, Lesvos.

which, however, it is our civic duty to address, he
introduced to the Board Nicholas Patronas, MD, PhD, Professor of Neuroradiology at the
Georgetown University Medical School and until last year Chief, section of Neuroradiology at
the Clinical Center of NIH (National Institutes of Neurologic Disorders and Stroke, NINDS). Dr.
NP referred to a prominent feature of many MDs in the Washington, DC area: their heavy
engagement in medical research. Therefore, he suggested that the first project he would
engage himself in would be in collaboration with colleagues in his area to try to facilitate the
admission to hospital of Greek patients suffering from rare diseases for which there occurs
cutting edge research on etiology and therapeutic modalities going on at public expense. CE
suggested that medical schools and hospitals in Greece should become aware of such activity
so that a very useful interaction could ensue. ST said that indeed we need to establish a
greater, closer network. NP informed the Board that there is no connection between Hellene
doctors in Washington and the Hellenic Medical Society of New York or the Federation of
Hellenic Medical Societies of North America; CE pointed out that it would be a plausible
objective to establish a nexus of communication and collaboration with them.




The Advisory Council on Hellenic Education

CE said that after last BOD meeting’s discussions, this meeting’s task is to respond positively
to the request of Prof. Mattheoudakis to assist in the conduct of the survey of the Greek
teachers by making specific plans to reach out to the teachers, inform them of the survey, and
invite them to respond to it by answering the Questionnaire to be distributed by Prof.
Mattheoudakis. In the discussion that followed, specific groupings of teachers were identified
and assignments of Board members for the relevant contacts were made:

"] The teachers of the largest system of primary and secondary education providing
teaching/learning of the Modern Greek language are those of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America. The system is subdivided in 9 Diocesan Districts:
Archdiocesan (New York), Chicago, Pittsburgh, Boston, Denver, Atlanta, Detroit, San
Francisco, and New Jersey. The system includes “Day Schools”, “Saturday or Afternoon
Schools”, and classes for adults.

"I The Federation of Greek Educators “Prometheus”

'] Supplementary direct approach of parochial schools and their teachers by members of the
Hellenic Link. For example, it was reported that Stella Tsirka in collaboration with Prof.
Mattheoudakis distributed the cover letter and Questionnaire of the Survey to several
communities in Eastern Long Island.

'] The Greek Faculty of Greek — Culture - oriented Charter Schools.

[l Teachers affiliated with the Special Interest Group (SIG) of the American Council on the
Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL).

" Effort will be made to spread the information on the survey to Greek Educators at large
through the social media Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter.

] Utilization of newspapers, printed and electronic; in some cases needed payment will be
authorized.

"I Hellenic Studies Programs of tertiary education (Colleges and Universities). For this
particular group, the cooperation of The Modern Greek Studies Association (MGSA) will
be sought.

"] Greek Teachers working in Canada (With kind assistance from Spyros Volonakis, Director,
Office of Greek Education, Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Toronto and Nikos Varmazis,
PE).

Members of the Advisory Council assumed the responsibility to contact the above groups of

Greek Teachers and facilitate the conduct of the Survey in collaboration with Dr. Marina

Mattheoudakis (Professor in Applied Linguistics at the Faculty of Philosophy, Aristotle

University of Thessaloniki, Greece; former President of the School of Modern Greek at the

Aristotle University. Her expertise lies in the area of foreign language teaching and

acquisition, in the design of foreign language curricula, instruction and assessment and in

foreign language teacher education and training. For the last year, she has been in

Wilmington, DE, working as the Dean of the Greek program at Odyssey Charter School and

at the same time she has been cooperating with the School of Modern Greek at the Aristotle



University in order to design and conduct a survey in the USA and Canada. The aim of the
survey is to study the language and training needs of Greek language teachers in the two
countries; for this purpose, the research team has designed a questionnaire to be distributed
to as many as possible Greek teachers engaged in the teaching of Greek as a foreign
language. The questionnaire can be accessed in the following link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Greek_US

Teaching Guide for Byzantine Studies

CE brought to the attention of the Board the document of the Agreement contracted between
the Hellenic National Research Foundation (EfOvikév [dpvua Epguvav/ Ivetitovto lotopikmv
Epevuvav) for the collaboration to write and publish a Guide to teach on the Byzantine Culture
and State, novel aid for the Social Studies Curricula of US high schools. The mutual
commitments stipulated by the Agreement were presented and discussed. In conformity with
the terms, 6 of the 10 teaching units of the Guide have been drafted and just received with the
rest 5 being in various stages of completion. Dr. Constantine Hatzidimitriou, the director of the
project stated that in the drafted units the quality of writing is good needing only minor
editorial adjustments. CE advised that soon we should be adequately prepared to proceed to
the next step in our plan, which is the digital publication of the Guide for its testing in schools.

Xyorov Tng Xovratng

H katd ta avotépm ev e€elilel Epeuva Tov Apiototédeion Tavemommpuiov Oecoarovikng a&loAdynons g
KOTAPTIONG TOL SL0OEGIHOV TIPOCOTTIKOD S1O0CKAAING TG VEOEAANVIKNG G EEVNG YADGGCOG OTTOTEAEL
OMUOVTIKOTOTO YEYOVOS Yia TNV TTpd0do g eEAAnvoudOetlag 6to Avtikd nuoeaipto. Ot 101Koi YA®GGOAdYOoL
Log TTANPOQOPOLY OTL TTO o TETO1 GOoTA dleEaymdpevn Epevva e€aptatar n e&oywyn ophi®V GTATIGTIKMV
CLUITEPAGHLATOV TTOV B 03N YHGOVY GTH dOUNGT TIPOYPOUUUATOV EMUOPE®ANS O100cKAA®Y, O
J1opOHDdGOVY VITAPYOLGES H1OAKTIKES AOVVOUIES Kal O avaTTANPDOCOVY dUTTIGTOOUEVH EALEITTOVTA GTOLYE .
Baokog 6pog emrvyiog e £pevvag eivat vo ep@tHovv 1o 6OGTAE EpOTHUATO KoL Vo ep@TnOel Evag
avaykaio peydlog aptBpoc 610ackirmv. Xwpig avtd 1 épevva dev pImopet va eMmrdyel Tov okomov tc. H
TTepimnmton pov Qupilet TTavemMoTnoKO oL SAcKAAO Kol LEVTOPO TTOV EAEYE 1 KOAT GTATIGTIKY PELVAL
gtvat 6oV T0 PAVOGTAT 6TO OPOUO OTAV PiyVEL ATTAETO PMOC GTO CKOTASL Kot Oyl OTAV YPTCLUEVEL Yo
omplypa o€ d1epyOUeEVoVS, VVNOWG... pebuouévoug, dafdreg (emrmoratovg Epevvntéc). H £ykupn
TEYVOYVOGIO Kot Lakpd euttelpio tov Xyoieiov Neag eAAnvikng I'Adccag tov Apiototédeion
[Toavemotnpiov ot d1300KAALN THG YADGGOS MG EEVNG Kol GTNV EKTTAIOEVOT S100CKAAMY TG EYYVMOVTOL
™V KapTrogopio ¢ TTpooTTadetoc. To Zvpfodito kot tao MEAN Tov EAANViKoy ZuvoEcpov eilacte euTuyEig
oV GLUPBAALOE BTNV KOPTTOEOPO ATy TTpocTTabeio Tov EAAnvikov IT avemomuiov Tov otékeTon
TTOAVTIUA 0p@YO OTIG EKTTOOEVTIKES avayKes Tng Opoyévelag. Ko sipaote emmiong MoAD gutuyeig TTov
KaOd¢ yvopilovpe To0TN givol 1) TTIPOTN POPE TTOL 01 EKTTASEVTIKOT Popelg TS Opoyévelag dEyovTal va
oLvePYOGHOVV TTOVOUEPIKAVIKA Y1 TV TIPOKOTI OA®V LE TNV QOTEIVY| Kol EVOTTOL0 NYECia TOV
Apiototédetov [avemotnpiov. Ag evynBodpe n cuvepyacio ovtn va pépeL To TTOBOVUEVO ATTOTEAEG LA KOl
va arToPel n apepia yio TTOAAEG GAAeg TTapaymyikés cuvepyaoies. KXE
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